1
However, the contraction of scope for inter-confessional debate of which the convocation of the Council of Trent (1545-63) 2 Ironically, such alignment came about, if briefl y, aft er the end of the age of religious warfare as an unintentional side-eff ect of the Diplomatic Revolution and the Seven Years' War in which all parties, with the notable exception of the Prussian, were keen to play down the confessional dimension of the confl ict.
3 Th e process of confessional polarization in the sixteenth and early seventeenth century has been identifi ed as a key determinant in the formation of national identities in Protestant Britain and Europe. 4 Conversely, this process contributed to the survival of the Church as a state-backed institution in the Catholic countries. Perhaps the most historically signifi cant outcome of this constellation was a gradual but inexorable shift since the second half of the seventeenth century in the balance of power between the Church and the Catholic princes on the one hand and the institutions of the secular state in the Catholic countries on the other. In the Austrian Habsburg Monarchy, the balance had tilted fi rmly in favour of the Viennese and provincial governments by the mid-eighteenth century. Th e origins of this transformation arguably reached back to the very start of the CounterReformation under Ferdinand II (1619 -1637 , it continued in the reigns of Emperor Ferdinand III (1637-57) and Leopold I (1657 Leopold I ( -1705 and it had become the fi rm basis of governmental attitudes towards
